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About me, an Accessibility Specialist



Describing Visual Resources 
Toolkit



“I find it ironic that a press which 
publishes books on disability and culture 

has so little expertise in making its 
scholarly publications easy to read for 

blind researchers. But they are not 
alone.”

Steven Kuusisto

https://stephenkuusisto.com/2015/07/21/my-everest-the-university-of-michigan-press/


“As a scholar working in disability 
studies, I am dedicated to producing work 
that is accessible to all readers, including 

those with print-reading disabilities. 
[What does your press do] to ensure that 

my work will be available to this 
audience?”

Society for Disability Studies

http://disstudies.org/index.php/publications/publishing-accessible-books/


Describing Visual 
Resources Toolkit

Online toolkit

https://describingvisualresources.org/


DAT
Digital Accessibility Team



Front End Developer & Accessibility Specialist (IT)

Front End Developer & Accessibility Specialist (IT)

User Experience and Accessibility Specialist (IT)

Front End and User Interface Designer (Publishing)

Accessibility Specialist (Learning & Teaching)





Accessibility 
Office Hours

Consultations on a walk-in 
basis

2 hours, 2 Fridays per 
month



Accessibility 
Evaluations

Light, Full, and Custom 
Evaluations performed for 
our colleagues on request

Standardized testing 
protocol and report 
format

Educational content for 
tester and client



E-Resources



“While publishers, database vendors, and 
device manufacturers are not subject to ... 
accessibility law in their role as providers, 

libraries are ... and should demand the 
necessary design elements to serve the 

print disabled and all patrons equitably.”

ARL Joint Task Force on Services to Patrons with Print 
Disabilities Report 

https://www.arl.org/storage/documents/publications/print-disabilities-tfreport02nov12.pdf
https://www.arl.org/storage/documents/publications/print-disabilities-tfreport02nov12.pdf


72%
of the evaluated databases were rated as 

marginally accessible or inaccessible

Tatomir & Durrance

https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/full/10.1108/07378831011096240


Testing E-resource 
Platforms

Professional accessibility 
evaluation reports made 
public on BTAA website

Vendors invited to 
respond and improve

http://www.btaa.org/library/accessibility/library-e-resource-accessibility--testing


● Accessible All-Gender Restroom Signage
● Services for Patrons with Print 

Disabilities
● Instructor Workshop: Disability and 

Accessible Teaching
● Staff Training
● Accessibility Guide for Library Spaces



Research



Questions

Stephanie Rosen
ssrosen@umich.edu


